
Contact Information  

At Old Gourock and Ashton Parish Church, 

our aim is to spread the Good News of Jesus 

Christ by means of: 

¶ Public witness in worship;  

¶ Activities for all age groups who are 

welcome to come along and enjoy 

Christian fellowship;  

¶ Pastoral concern in the various 

experiences of life, both joyful and sad. 

It is my hope and prayer that we can, in 

community with one other, live up to this 

Mission Statement and further the Kingdom 

of God in this beautiful part of his creation.  

 

Your minister,  

David T. Young  

Minister   Revõd. David T. Young 

 331 Eldon Street, 

 GREENOCK  

 PA16 7QN  

 Tel: 01475 635 578  

Email minister@ogachurch.org.uk 

 

Session Clerk  

Mr John McIndoe Telephone 634802 

Email sessionclerk@ogachurch.org.uk 

Intimations for the Sunday services 

should be sent by 7 pm Wednesday to: 

secretary@ogachurch.org.uk  

OR  leave a message on 659276  

 

Gift Aid  

Mr Robert Burns Telephone 520428 

 

Safeguarding Officer  

Mr Alistair Shaw  Telephone 639232 

Email safeguarding@ogachurch.org.uk 
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Dear Friends, 

The riots in England 

between 6 and 10 August 

really gave the nation a 

long overdue wake-up 

call! So many London 

districts, cities and towns 

in England suffered the 

scourge of widespread 

rioting, looting and arson. 

The scenes as they 

unfolded on our television 

screens,  personal 

computers and 

newspapers truly were 

shocking. The police, as of 

the 15 August, had 

arrested some 3,100 

people, 5 people died and 

at least 16 other people 

were injured as a result of 

violent acts and an 

estimated £200 million 

worth of property damage 

was incurred.  We all 

know the rest of the story 

fairly well. After protests 

from the public, Prime 

Minister Cameron cut 

short his holiday and 

returned to Downing 

Street to chair a meeting 

of COBRA; Opposition 

Leader Miliband too cut 

short his holiday, and, 

soon after, the Chancellor 

of the Exchequer was 

flying in to air his 

tuppence-worth! In the 

end, Cameron declared 

that Britain was not only 

òbrokenõ, it was òsick!ó 

 

What utter nonsense! 

How pleased I was when 

former Prime Minister 

Blair made a very unusual 

swerve into domestic 

politics to declare to the 

country that it is wrong to 

suggest that the United 

Kingdom is in òmoral 

declineó. 

 

It does make you wonder 

though, doesnõt it? 

Whether you buy into the 

disaffected òyouth/

generationsó theory, or 

simply think itõs all down 

to bad parenting - what 

was it that caused so 

many people to take to the 

streets in such a brutal 

way? Before we put it all 

down to plain ignorance it 

is worth mentioning that 

one of the first people to 

be charged during the 

whole episode was a 31 

year old teaching 

assistant! It makes you 

wonder.  

 

Often I think we are all 

guilty of living in a bit of a 

bubble - and I mean that 

with no disrespect to 

anyone, for I include 

myself too. We watch our 

televisions, log-on to the 

news websites and we 

read our newspapers, but 

thatõs as far as many of us 

go. Weõre not there, weõre 

not in the thick of the 

situation. Itõs easy to 

judge.  

 

Iõve been thinking a lot 

about community lately, 

and thatõs why I raised 

the whole issue of the 

recent events in England. 

What does it mean to be a 

community? How 

important is our 
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Moved House Recently? 
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Snowflakes are one of natureõs most fragile things, but just look what 

they can do when they stick together. 

Vesta Kelly 

Pause for Thought 

Please inform the Roll Keepers, Irene and Malcolm Keenan 

Email: irenekeean9@btinternet.com 

 

The next issue of the 

Church Magazine will be 

pub l ished  on  4t h 

December.   

 

All contributions should 

be sent to the Editor no 

later than  Sunday, 13th 

N o v e m b e r .  E m a i l 

contributors should use 

the  magazine email 

address: 

magazine@ogachurch.org

.uk 

 

Alternatively, please 

leave a note FAO 

Magazine at the Church 

door. 

Contributors should note 

that articles sent after the 

deadline date cannot be 

included in the December 

edition of the magazine. 

 

Morag Shaw  

Editor  

Throughout the summer months, Wednesday morning worship attracts a faithful 

band of regular worshipers who meet together to share in Godõs love through song, 

prayer and reflection. After the short service, the group join together to share in tea 

and coffee fellowship. This year, the group raised the sum of £140 from their 

collection. This wonderful sum will go towards boosting the funds of the McPherson 

Centre. 

Wednesday Morning Worship 
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Every year I find myself 

overwhelmed by the 

generosity of our church 

congregation.  We have 

managed to raise 

£1468.00. In addition, 

dozens of hand towels. 

"flip flops', cosy blankets 

and lots more goods have 

been donated.  

 

Mary's Meals go from 

strength to strength 

feedingñwait for it ñover 

500,000 children each day.  

Just wonderful!  Not only 

are the children receiving 

nutritional food but are 

also receiving the gift of 

an education.  

 

That was last year é but 

what about this year?  

Well, I still have lots of 

wee boxes just waiting to 

be filled.  If you haven't 

got a "wee blue box" and 

would like one, just give 

me a ringñ632071ñor if 

you see me, just give me a 

nudge and Iõll see that a 

"wee blue  box" will be in 

Maryõs Meals 

your hands in no time!  

 

Thank you for caring for 

the children.  

 

Maureen Hamilton  

50+ Fun and Fitness Class 

Monday 10.30am-11.30am 

 

The Gourock class has 

been running for approx. 

10 years, although the 

Fitness League has been 

exercising for over 75yrs 

offering low impact 

classes. 

We are all about 

Fun, Fitness and 

Friendship. If you 

are keen to get fit or 

perhaps the time is right 

to get moving and keep 

fit, the first class is free to 

new members. Come 

along and give us a try. 

The new term resumes 

Monday 29th August 2011 

in the Arran Hall.  

Fitness League 

For more details, please 

contact me on 672101 

 

Grace Gilchrist  

Fitness League Teacher 

community? What does it 

mean to be a community 

of faith? I suppose at the 

heart of community there 

has to be unity. Unity of 

purpose, meaning and 

mission.  

 

St. Paul had a fair amount 

to say on the whole issue 

of community and unity. 

In his first letter the 

Corinthians 1: 10, he says,  

 

òI appeal to you, brothers 

and sisters, in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

all of you agree with one 

another in what you say and 

that there be no divisions 

among you, but that you be 

perfectly united in mind and 

thought.ó 

 

It really is worth 

reminding ourselves that 

every Church throughout 

the age of Christianity has 

struggled with unity and 

clarity of purpose. Weõre 

all familiar with the 
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gathered as a community 

of faith to Dedicate our 

beautifully renovated 

Arran Halls Complex to 

the Glory of God and to 

the loving memory of 

Alan Stewart, whose 

thoughtful Christian 

generosity financed the 

works. If ever there was a 

tangible sense of 

community, of clarity of 

purpose and mission, it 

was then. At the close of 

worship, so many of us 

gathered in the Church 

garden to witness the 

ribbon -cutting ceremony  

before going in to see the 

transformation for 

ourselves. We certainly 

had the X-Factor that day 

because everyone was 

well and truly wowed by 

what they were seeing! I 

think itõs the first time 

ever in Old Gourock and 

Ashton that I have seen so 

many people queue for 

lunch - what a true 

testament of all that we 

should constantly be 

aspiring to.  

words in Matthewõs 

Gospel, 

 

òWhere two or three are 

gathered in my name, I am 

there among them.ó 

 

Well, I like to paraphrase 

that, òWhere two or three 

are gathered in my name 

thereõs difference of 

opinion and disunity!ó St. 

Paul was writing around 

53AD and it seems itõs 

been a problem ever since. 

I guess itõs human nature. 

Jesus himself witnessed 

the full extent of human 

nature - in the space of 7 

days - when the very folks 

who welcomed and 

encouraged him into 

Jerusalem shouted and 

screamed for his 

Crucifixion.  

 

Why do I write all of this? 

Well I wanted to say how 

very proud and pleased I 

was on Sunday 21 August 

when so many of us 

From the Manseñcontinued  
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I want once again, on 

your behalf, to express my 

heartfelt thanks to 

everyone who was 

involved in this project: 

the Kirk Session, the 

Session Clerk, the Finance 

Committee, the Works 

Committee but most 

important of all, to 

Crawford Charles and 

John Lowe. Those two 

guys were the eyes and 

ears of this project for 

months - without them, 

quite simply, we would 

not have been able to 

proceed. 

 

Letõs all look to the future 

as we travel into this new 

session in the life and 

work of Old Gourock and 

Ashton. A new chapter 

has begun, thereõs so 

many blank pages of 

adventure and 

opportunity awaiting - 

letõs start writing the 

pages of our history! 

 

With every blessing, 

 

David  

From the Manse é continued 

As a new session gets 

underway at Old Gourock 

and Ashton, weõre 

looking for volunteers to 

come along and join us in 

the Church Choir. You 

donõt have to be able to 

read music and you may 

not even think youõre a 

very good singer - not a 

problem, all are welcome 

to come and join us. We 

are particularly short of 

men - please do consider, 

gentlemen, coming along 

on a Sunday morning to 

help lead the 

congregational singing. 

We meet for a quick run-

through prior to worship, 

from about 9.30 am in the 

Arran Hall, and we 

rehearse every couple of 

weeks from around 11.15 

am. If you want to know 

more then please just 

speak with me or simply 

turn up and find out for 

yourself. 

 

Weõre also hoping to 

augment the Choir as we 

approach the Season of 

Advent so please do 

watch the weekly 

intimation bulletin - 

especially those of you 

who may feel unable to 

commit all year but 

perhaps are happy to do 

so for a few weeks on the 

run up to Christmas.  

 

Hugh McAuley  

Church Choir 
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Once again, the gentlemen 

of the congregation served 

the teas and coffees at the 

Tuesday coffee morning 

on 2nd August.  

The Islay Hall was packed 

to capacity and  extra 

tables had to be brought 

out as the crowds kept 

coming! 

The gentlemenõs coffee 

morning has become such 

a success that it looks like 

becoming an annual 

event!  

Tuesday Coffee Morning 

Old Gourock and Ashton Church Magazine 

Gentlemen of the congregation serving at Tuesday coffee morning  


